
 
 

 
 
Get ready for BSc (Hons) Software Engineering 
for Business with Foundation Year 
 
I’m pleased to welcome you to BSc (Hons) Software Engineering for Business with Foundation 
Year – I’ll be your Foundation Year Leader throughout this first stage of your journey. I hope 
that you are enjoying your summer holiday and are looking forward to starting at UWE Bristol. 
 
Please take the time to read this letter carefully as it contains important information to help 
you prepare for the start of your course, including details about learning and activities you 
should undertake before you start, and links to key resources that will help you begin your 
studies here. 
 
We’re really looking forward to meeting you during Starting Block, which begins on the 14th 
September. This first few weeks are designed to help you transition and settle into university 
life, meet the course team and fellow students, and build your confidence ahead of the term. 
 
Starting Block will introduce you to the systems, spaces, and study skills you will be using 
throughout your degree, helping you to develop the habits and connections that will support 
you throughout your time at UWE. Keep an eye on your inbox for further emails, and feel free 
to explore the Starting Block website for more details. 
 
Your teaching timetable will become available on MYUWE (login required) once you begin the 
enrolment process. For more information, please check the ‘Understanding your teaching 
timetable’ webpage, which outlines when and how your timetable will be published. 
 
I’m really looking forward to welcoming you in person very soon! 
 
Dr Richard Wakeling-Gentle 
SCCT Foundation year lead 

 
  

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/starting-block
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/term-dates/timetables
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/term-dates/timetables
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/term-dates/timetables


Before you start 

Before starting your foundation year, there’s a whole bunch of information that’s it’s worth 
looking at, and a few activities it’s worth engaging in, to make the transition to university life 
as smooth as possible. 

Preparing and arrival 
You can find everything you need to know about enrolment, Starting Block and the start of 
teaching, on our Preparing and Arrival webpage. Take a look at our website to familiarise 
yourself with our facilities and services such as the library, study skills, academic support, 
health and wellbeing support and much more. 
 
Our study skills workbook introduces you to essential services as well as key skills. 
 
You can also explore our support for careers and enterprise. UWE Careers & Enterprise provide 
a range of workshops, appointments and a huge range of online resources to support students 
in realising their future ambitions. The Careers Toolkit is our online portal to finding vacancies, 
booking onto events and accessing a range of resources.  
 
Enrolment  
Once you have satisfied all admissions requirements, we will send you your login details for 
our IT systems to enable you to activate your university email account. Once your account 
has been activated, you will gain access to the MYUWE platform where you can enrol. Note 
that your login details for MYUWE are different to those used for the UWE Welcome website. 
Enrolment for September programmes will only be open from August onwards. You can find 
guidance and further information on our Enrolment website.  
 
ID card - upload your photo now 
We can only print your ID card if you have added your photo to MYUWE. To avoid delays, 
upload your photo as soon as you receive login details. For help, go to our student card 
guidance.   
 
  
Engage with your programme 
 
Start your learning  
As aspiring technologists, learning to think like a programmer is an important stepping stone 
on your path. The first semester module Computational Thinking will teach you this using the 
Python programming language, so if you’d like to get a head start, learning some basic Python 
is a great option. 
 
Here are a couple of resources to have a look at: 

• W3Schools’ Python introduction course 
o DISCLAIMER: They’ve recently added videos to their pages which are at least 

partially AI generated. If you don’t wish to engage with generative AI content, 
you can skip the videos and just read the original text tutorials, which our staff 
and students have been using for years. 

• Think Like a Programmer video series on YouTube 
o Goes through some of the key parts of the Think Like a Programmer book from 

the same author. May look a bit old now, but it’s still a widely recommended 
book and video series amongst new programmers. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uwe.ac.uk%2Flife%2Fpreparing-and-arrival&data=02%7C01%7CSarah3.Knight%40uwe.ac.uk%7C1ea4d9649fa34c1b821808d82a2b7931%7C07ef1208413c4b5e9cdd64ef305754f0%7C0%7C0%7C637305713491380357&sdata=BeS0ec8E6cUd4%2B4F0l94pXug%2FowgtOOM7ve5MZ7Lj2A%3D&reserved=0
https://www1.uwe.ac.uk/library/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/study-support/study-skills
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/academic-information
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/health-and-wellbeing
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fxerte.uwe.ac.uk%2Fplay_4876&data=05%7C01%7CRegistration.Project%40uwe.ac.uk%7Ce35b618847a74d981e5508db1e5c5722%7C07ef1208413c4b5e9cdd64ef305754f0%7C0%7C0%7C638137154157488097%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j1%2FOi7qr9yzXUN7gQ14CSAhgeI3kCW39uWgCS5Wp7kM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/career-development
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/career-development/careers-toolkit-resources
https://my.uwe.ac.uk/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/preparing-and-arrival/registration
https://newmy.uwe.ac.uk/yourinfo
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/myuwe-guidance/your-info#studentcard
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/myuwe-guidance/your-info#studentcard
https://www.w3schools.com/python/python_intro.asp
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKQ5LYb497AZIZe9dBWy8GwLluVaMQVj0


Read around your subject  
The other main part of the Foundation course is picking up the skills you’ll need for your 
intended programme of study and looking at potential career paths after that. One of the skills 
taught in BSc Software Engineering is web development, particularly using JavaScript. 
 
For this reason, it may be worth looking at a different W3Schools page, the Web Development 
Roadmap, which introduces a number of relevant topics. 
 
Connect with others 
You will be joining a scholarly community of academics and students with a passion for 
learning. There will be a range of opportunities for you to get involved in the community, 
follow UWE on YouTube, Instagram and TikTok to see what’s going on around the University. 
 
 
Be prepared 
 
Access support 
Check the information on our Disability web pages so you know what you need to do. If you 
need any urgent additional mobility or other support to fully access all activities during your 
studies, contact me as your programme leader. 
 
Get equipped  
The University has computers on all our campuses for you to use in your studies. These 
provide access to our core digital learning tools and any specialist software required for your 
course and can be used for self-study outside of your timetabled sessions. 
  
UWE Bristol licenses many specialist software packages for use on personal computers for 
the duration of your course, and you may wish to have your own laptop for use in and out of 
class. For the Foundation Year, there is no specific requirement for you to use Windows or 
Mac, though the computers used in the labs (and Library) at UWE are almost all Windows 
machines, which may affect your decision about what to buy for home. 
 
To help you decide whether you want or need a computer of your own, you should look at 
the recommended specifications on UWE’s choosing your IT equipment website. Software 
Engineering BSc recommends the Enhanced specification to their first year students, which 
may impact your decision.  
 
If you already have a laptop with reasonable specifications, then we recommend waiting and 
trying your existing machine with our systems, as you may not need to buy anything new.  
 
If you’re struggling to meet the financial demands of your course, please contact the Student 
Money Service for advice and guidance. 
 
International students  
The Global Student Support Team offer information and advice to ensure you receive all the 
support you need to get the best from your time at UWE Bristol. They are here to help you to 
settle in when you first arrive at UWE Bristol and organise social events to help you to adapt 
to your new environment.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.w3schools.com/whatis/default.asp
https://www.w3schools.com/whatis/default.asp
https://www.youtube.com/@BristolUWE/videos
https://www.instagram.com/uwebristol/
https://www.tiktok.com/@uwebristol
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/health-and-wellbeing/get-disability-support
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/it-services/choosing-it-equipment-for-university
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/money-and-finance/student-money-service
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/money-and-finance/student-money-service
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/courses/international-study/international-student-support


Who to contact if you have questions 
 
For any questions about the programme, please contact me: Richard Wakeling-
Gentle via email at richard.wakeling-gentle@uwe.ac.uk 
 
 

 
Please note: this information has been provided on the assumption that you will meet the 
conditions of your offer and be eligible to take up your place. 
 
Entry: September 2026 Last updated: Summer 2026 
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