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Our ambition
To be a university recognised for the 

success and impact of our

professionally-recognised and

practice-oriented programmes; our 

strong industry networks and connections;

our agile ways of working; and our 

inclusive and global outlook and approach.



Our Sustainability Plan

Objectives, targets and action plans for:

• All functions

• All staff

• All students

• All programmes



Our Sustainability Plan

Commitment from the 

Vice Chancellor, 

the Chair of the Board of Governors and 

the President of the Students’ Union



Our SDG ambition

To undertake conscious and 

meaningful assessment of the 

alignment between the activities and 

actions of the institution and the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals



SDGs and UWE Bristol’s 
Sustainability Plan

How do the themes of UWE Bristol’s 

Sustainability Plan contribute to the 

ambitions of the UN SDGs?

Map identifies alignment between 

themes and goals





SDGs and curriculum 
at UWE Bristol

The task: To assess alignment 

between the UN SDGs and 

programmes of study at UWE 

Bristol



The approach

• Institution lead works with 

department reps to compile 

information for SDG ‘maps’

• Reps work with relevant 

colleagues to develop further



The brief to reps
Work with colleagues to consider the following:

• Where and how do constituent modules offer 
students the opportunity to learn about issues 
aligned to sustainable development (see UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
their associated targets)? 

• Is consideration given to the ways in which 
these issues are relevant to the specific 
discipline and its associated professions? 



• In what ways might graduates of the programme 
to contribute towards sustainable development? 
(i.e. how might a business or finance professional/ accountant/ architect/ 
nurse/ engineer/ fashion design/computer scientist/ teacher/ paramedic/ etc. 
help to resolve issues highlighted within the SDGs?).

• How might professional practice be influenced/ 
affected by measures introduced to mitigate 
against issues such as inequality and climate 
change? (e.g. how might the current practice of relevant professions be 

affected if serious measures to reduce carbon emissions are implemented?)

• How are students prepared for becoming future-
facing and globally responsible during the course 
of the programme (relevant to UWE Graduate 
Attributes)? 



The opportunities
• Revision of curriculum to engage 

more with important global issues

• Exciting and meaningful work (for 

staff and students) which 

contributes to positive change

• Enhanced student experience



The opportunities

• Better employability outcomes for 

graduates

• Enhanced institutional reputation

• Improved internal processes and 

efficiency gains



Supporting staff
• Non-obligation and flexible deadlines

• Provision of templates and guidance

• Allowing local interpretation of task

• Personal support from institutional 

lead and peers





The results
21 programmes/discipline areas 

already engaged

120 staff contributing information

10 discipline maps produced to date

Too many new ideas and projects to 

count!



N.B. None of these maps 

represent an end point. 

They represent stages of a process 

of engagement of academics, 

students and other curriculum 

stakeholders with the SDGs. 



Each group will continue to 

reflect on the extent to which and 

ways in which research, teaching 

and learning for sustainable 

development need to be



developed in order to achieve 

the most desirable outcomes 

for individuals, for the 

institution and for society.



Midwifery 
Which issues of relevance are taught 

within the Midwifery programme at 

UWE Bristol?

What issues need to be tackled which 

can be aided by the study and practice 

of the discipline of midwifery?





Architecture

Which modules of the architecture 

programmes deliver learning 

relevant to the SDGs?







Construction 
Which issues represented in the SDG 

targets are included in Quantity 

Surveying and Construction Property 

Management programmes?

Which modules are most focused on 

issues of relevance?





Public health

In what ways does the Public 

Health programme at UWE 

Bristol connect to the ambitions 

of the UN SDGs?





Environmental 
Science
What solutions to issues represented 

in the SDGs might derive from the 

discipline of environmental science?

Which modules of the programme 

deliver learning relevant to the SDGs?





Human 
Geography
Which of the issues represented in the 

SDG targets are core to the Human 

Geography programme?

Which modules are most focused on 

issues of relevance?





Law

How relevant are issues contained 

within each goal to each module of 

the LLM programme?





Information Technology
Which of the issues represented in the 

SDG targets are included in the IT 

Management for Business 

programme?

Which modules are most focused on 

issues of relevance?





Marketing, Events 
and Tourism
Which issues of relevance are currently 

included in modules led by or are the 

focus of research activity being 

undertaken by this disciplinary team?

Which modules contain relevant issues?





Occupational 
Therapy
Identification of goals to which the 

Occupational Therapy programme 

makes the most significant 

contribution and deep exploration of 

ways by which this is achieved.



Next steps
• More maps

• Deeper engagement with the Goals

• Communication to others (students, 

colleagues, partners, employers, etc.)

• Further consideration of the 

contribution of our research



• Georgina Gough

• Jim Longhurst

• Gerry Lucas

• Jamie Roxburgh

• Ian Brooks

• Steve Evans

• Sam Bonnett

• Paul Pilkington

• Jona Razzaque

Thank you
This overview represents the work of a huge number 
of staff and students. Particular recognition should be 
given to:

• Janet Carruthers

• Svetlana Cicmil

• Sonja Oliveira

• Kevin Burnside

• James Burch

• Andrew Tallon 

• Evadne Grant

• Vicki Harris



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
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