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What is your position? 

I am currently working as a Senior Quantity Surveying within the Major Projects sector of the 

business. This sector runs at approximately £60M turnover per annum for which I oversee 

various projects ranging from £1.5M to £54M. Depending on the project size and complexity I 

may be allocated to a single project or several. I have just completed the largest project in 

ISG’s history and presently responsible for a team of surveyors across four projects in the 

South West and Wales. 

 

What got you interested in your career? 

When I started looking at Universities, hoping I would get enough A levels points I knew little 

about the Construction Industry and even less about Quantity Surveying. I therefore threw 

myself at every passing careers fair and picked up as many prospectuses as possible and 

later in the peace and quiet of home sieved through each one using them as a quick guide to 

what was available. I eventually chose surveying with commercial management as I was 

attracted to the range of activities and people I would come across and although this may 

have not of been untimely what I wanted to do, it provided a very good start and introduction. 

And I think that is key to deciding on the right course to start your career. 

Luckily for me I am very pleased and will stay in this field as I thoroughly enjoy the mixture of 

people I encounter and the range of topics from getting dirty measuring brickwork to the other 

extreme of ‘court room battles’ with Adjudications. 

 

What is a typical day for you? 

A surveyor typically works on a monthly cycle, carrying out the same tasks from sub contract 

valuations, applications for payment and reporting the profit / loss accounts to the company 

directors. Each day for me is very different and it is for me to manage my own time effectively 

and what I plan do to will vary greatly from week to week. 

 

What do you enjoy most about your role? 

My role is very self disciplined, which works for me, although it may not for others. I have the 

responsibility to ensure the site surveyors are performing and all commercial aspects of each 

project is being adequately managed. I enjoy the management side of my job and thrive upon 

seeking out solutions and opportunities to continually improve myself and my team’s 

performance. 

 

What interesting projects have you worked on? 

I have just completed a major project for ISG, a warehouse facility in Bridgwater which 

spanned three years and grew from £23M to £54M. I started as a project surveyor looking 

after a part of the account worth £10M. By the end I held full surveying responsibility across 

the account and naturally, I had to mature very quickly and deal with situations outside my 

comfort zone, however this thrilled me and I experienced very interesting aspects of the 

industry. Far to many to describe in this article. 

I imagine in many other careers once you become competent at your job there is little else to 

challenge yourself with and life may become very stale - but not in construction. Each project 

is unique with different people, different problems and different solutions. This I find 

refreshing and interesting and the reason that I’ll stay in the industry. 

 

Are you working towards professional qualification? What support does your 

company provide? 

I am currently under the APC route although with family commitments I may hold off final 



examination for a few years when it may be more practicable to apply through the 

experienced route. 

I first worked with ISG on my Industrial Placement which counted towards my first years 

experience and interim assessment. Since first joining ISG, the company has assisted my 

commitment to RICS and appointed the necessary supervisors and councillor. We are even 

more lucky in that one of our senior quantity surveyors is an APC doctor. 

 

What has been a highlight of your career so far? 

Not one incident comes to mind, I have honestly enjoyed every moment although I do enjoy 

the wealth of people and characters I have encountered and the opportunities available if you 

want to progress. 

 

What are your future career ambitions? 

To develop and grow to become better. I don’t have a specific role or title I’m striving towards 

as I keep all doors open. However, I will always demand to be the very best I can be and 

shall never become caught up in a comfort zone or believe my own or anyone else’s hype. 

Permission to use photographs kindly granted by ISG. 


