
Name 

Stephen Shaw 

Employer 

Turner & Townsend Cost Management Ltd 

What is your position? 

Assistant Cost Manager 

What got you interested in your career? 

I developed an interest in the construction industry at school 
and so I went on to undertake a foundation degree in Civil Engineering Construction from 
Nottingham Trent University.  This course included modules on Quantity Surveying which 
highlighted the role and day to day work of Quantity Surveyors.  After completing the course a 
few friends went on to work for Quantity Surveying practices and after talking to them about 
their work I decided to also become a Quantity Surveyor.  

How have you got to your present position? 

As mentioned above I first studied a foundation degree full time in Civil Engineering 
Construction.  After a year out I decided try to find a work as a Quantity Surveyor and study 
towards the degree on a part time basis.  This was more advantageous to me as it meant I 
was gaining exposure to the industry at the same as studying towards my degree.  I found a 
job as an Assistant Quantity Surveyor with a small architectural firm on the outskirts of Bristol 
who agreed to fund my part time studies.  After about eight months the opportunity arose to 
work for a leading construction consultancy, Turner & Townsend, who also agreed to fund my 
studies. 

I graduated from UWE in July 2009 with a 2:1 and over 4 years’ experience within the 
construction industry. I have also completed the first year of my APC with the intention of 
gaining chartered status with the RICS by November 2010. 

What is a typical day for you? 

Currently the majority of my time is spent in the office working on creating bills of quantities. I 
have been taking off quantities and creating bills using CADmeasure and CATO Enterprise 
billing software. Prior to this much of my time was spent on site inspecting new houses as part 
of a client handover process plus I also carry out the post contract cost management of works 
at the Glamorgan Records Office. 

What interesting projects have you worked on? 

I have worked on a range of projects from social housing schemes in Bristol, Swindon and 
Plymouth to health projects across Wales and a new Business School for Exeter University.  I 
have also been involved with projects for the Patent Office and Glamorgan Records Office. 

Are you working towards professional qualification? What support does 
your company provide? 

I am currently working toward gaining chartered status with the RICS.  I am 12 months into 
my APC studies with the majority of level one competencies signed off.  I am hoping to sit my 
final assessment in November 2010.  Turner & Townsend provide support throughout the APC 



process and provide useful information and contacts for surgery sessions located on our 
intranet system.  

What has been a highlight of your career so far? 

Completing my part time degree and achieving a 2:1. 

What are your future career ambitions? 

I hope to achieve RICS accreditation in November 2010 and I then hope to become a Senior 
Cost Manager within five years. I also have aspirations to live and work abroad and I hope 
that working for a global consultancy firm such as Turner & Townsend will enable me to 
achieve this.  


