
Sources of funding for major MVL projects 

 

‘Use of 3D Facial Asymmetry in Better Diagnosis and Treatment of Plagiocephaly’ 

Sponsor: Medical Research Council (85543), £120,000. This project involves close 

collaboration with surgeons at Frenchay Hospital (North Bristol NNS Trust) and 

Cardiff’s Technology in Motion Clinic and will aim to develop innovative techniques 

for the assessment and treatment for cranial deformations in babies and young infants. 

 

‘Face Recognition using photometric Stereo’ (PhotoFace)  

Sponsor: EPSRC (EP/E028659/1), £672,006. This project, which also involves 

Imperial College, the Home Office (Scientific Development Branch) and two 

industrial collaborators, General Dynamics and Identity Solutions Ltd, aims to realise 

a step change in the performance of automated face recognition technology. 

 

‘Application of Photometric Stereo in Dermatology’ (PhotoDerm),  

Sponsor: DTI (K1524H) (Technology Program), £646,958. This project involves 

close collaboration with the Pigmented Lesion Clinic at Frenchay Hospital and the 

industrial collaborator Astron Clinica Ltd, and will aim to develop new skin 

diagnostic aids with applications in dermatology (in particular skin cancer), 

pharmacology and cosmetology. 

 

‘Stealthy Object Detection and Recognition, 

Sponsor: Ministry of Defence (B1607) (Competition of Ideas), £154,000. This 

project, in collaboration with SEA Ltd, aims to develop an innovative form visual aid 

for operational use in the field, analogous to night vision goggles; although rather 

than intensifying light we will aim to intensify 3D shape.  

 

‘Innovative Technology for the Quality Control of Specular Ceramic Materials using 

a Specular Photometric Stereo Sensor’ Sponsor: Great Western Research (280), 

£55,200. This project in collaboration with Fima SI Ltd and also involving the 

University of Bath, aims to develop a new technique for capturing shape and 

reflectance data from shiny surfaces. 

 

 

Recently submitted bids include: 

 

 

‘Developing a Training Program for the Orientation of Engineers for SMEs’ 

Sponsor: European Union, 450,000 Euro, in collaboration with Baskent University, 

Turkey. 

 

‘Image processing technologies to detect fine scratches on solid surfaces’ 

Sponsor: Industry, $100,000 

 

 

New bids in preparation include two large bids with Imperial College, one an EPSRC 

bid and the other an EU bid. Both bids will be worth well over £2m.  

 

 


