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Ofsted have just published ‘Moving English Forward – Action to raise standards in English’ (March 2012). 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/moving-english-forward The report draws it evidence from inspections in schools and 
settings across the country from 2008 to 2011. It makes ten key recommendations. Six recommendations are relevant to early 
years settings and primary schools and these very much link with current government thinking about English. They make a 
useful ‘check list’ as a teacher, subject leader or head teacher when reflecting on the school’s teaching of English. The 
recommendations include: 

 Schools should develop policies to promote reading for enjoyment  
 Ensure test preparation does not start too early or does not limit the English curriculum and creativity in English  
 Improve transition between KS2 and KS3 
 Simplify lesson plans so that they focus on the key learning objectives 
 Develop structured learning programmes to develop children’s communication skills within the early years  
 Secure early reading in KS1  

 

 

                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

NQT top tips – quick writing games  

Here is a selection of quick writing games designed to fire the imagination! Many of these are best played as oral 
games. Remember to model each game first feeding in new vocabulary, sentence structures and ideas – so that you 
are still teaching and not just allowing children to rehearse what they already know and can do.  

1. What’s behind the…..shed;  branches in the forest; the smelly dustbins etc. Finish the sentence in the most 
exciting and imaginative way possible. Could this be the start of a story? This is a version of ‘Finish the 
sentence’ but how about giving children the end of a sentence to finish by adding the beginning.  e.g. 
……despite his terrible breath! Or giving children the middle of a sentence to finish by adding the start and 
end e.g. …….as he lifted the…… 

2. Play ‘All change!’ Give children a simple sentence e.g. I like cake and then ask them to change it by – change 
it to make it longer; change it to become a  question;  change it to become a newspaper headline; change it 
to become a non-fiction book fact; change it to become a sentence from your favourite footballers 
autobiography etc. 

3. Play ‘Tell me more’. Start with a simple sentence e.g. I ate a piece of cake. Now add to it by telling me more 
about: how you did it; why you did it; when you did it; what type is it; who did it; where you did it etc. 

4. Word class games. Children work as a group of three. The first child says a noun e.g. cake. The second child 
says an adjective that could describe the noun e.g. scrumptious, the third child says a different noun that 
the adjective could apply to e.g. ice-cream, the first child must now think of an adjective to describe the new 
noun e.g. freezing and the second child a noun appropriate for the adjective e.g. snow etc etc. You can also 
play in exactly the same way in pairs: noun, verb, adverb OR restrict the nouns that can be used e.g. animal, 
adjective, verb.  

5.  Try the games here http://www.teachersmedia.co.uk/videos/writing-activities or the film and drama based 
writing games; playful games with characters; poetry games and rhyming games at 
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/resources/search/?skip=0&search=games&resource_type=&activity_type_2=&activity_type=12&professional_type=&misc_
list_1=&misc_list_2=&audience_type=&sort=title  

It is book award time and in the last newsletter I 
suggested an award winner from the Red House 
awards. This time it is the turn of the UKLA book 
awards shortlist 
http://www.ukla.org/news/story/ukla_book_awar
ds_shortlists_announced/ In the 7 – 11 category 
‘A Girl Called Dog’ by Nicola Davies is a fast 
moving adventure story that is guaranteed to 
have you on the edge of your seat. I loved it and 
can see a class of Year 3 or 4 children really 
enjoying this strange tale of a girl and her two 
rather unusual animal friends. If your class likes 
animal stories then ‘Sky Hawk’ by Gill Lewis is 
another shortlisted book in this category – there 
won’t be dry eye in the house by the end!  

Reminder to all NQTs and 
mentors. 

The national NQT survey has 
been sent by the GTC to all NQTs. 

This includes a survey for 
induction tutors to complete. It 
will be sent to the last address 
the NQT gave the GTC – quite 

possibly the address given at the 
start of teacher training. Ensure 

you have your say! Fill in and 
return your survey.   
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Reflections on the ‘what’ and ‘how’ that underpin effective learning through which pupils 
become fluent in calculating, solving problems and reasoning about number.   
  

 Practical, hands-on experiences of using, comparing and calculating with numbers and quantities 
and the development of mental methods are of crucial importance in establishing the best 
mathematical start in the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1. The schools visited 
couple this with plenty of opportunities for developing mathematical language so that pupils learn 
to express their thinking using the correct vocabulary. 

 Understanding of place value, fluency in mental methods, and good recall of number facts such as 
multiplication tables and number bonds are considered by the schools to be essential precursors 
for learning traditional vertical algorithms (methods) for addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division.  

 Subtraction is generally introduced alongside its inverse operation, addition, and division alongside 
its inverse, multiplication. Pupils’ fluency and understanding of this concept of inverse operations 
are aided by practice in rewriting ‘number sentences’ like 3 + 5 = 8 as 8 – 3 = 5 and 8 – 5 = 3 and 
solving ‘missing number’ questions like  – 4 = 5 by thinking 5 + 4 = 9 or 9 – 4 = 5. 

 High-quality teaching secures pupils’ understanding of structure and relationships in number, for 
instance place value and the effect of multiplying or dividing by 10, and progress in developing 
increasingly sophisticated mental and written methods.  

 In lessons and in interviews with inspectors, pupils often chose the traditional algorithms over 
other methods. When encouraged, most showed flexibility in their thinking and approaches, 
enabling them to solve a variety of problems as well as calculate accurately. 

 Pupils’ confidence, fluency and versatility are nurtured through a strong emphasis on problem 
solving as an integral part of learning within each topic. Skills in calculation are strengthened 
through solving a wide range of problems, exploiting links with work on measures and data 
handling, and meaningful application to cross-curricular themes and work in other subjects. 

 The schools are quick to recognise and intervene in a focused way when pupils encounter 
difficulties. This ensures misconceptions do not impede the next steps in learning.  

 Many of the schools have reduced the use of ‘expanded methods’ and ‘chunking’ in moving 
towards efficient methods because they find that too many steps in methods confuse pupils, 
especially the less able. Several of the schools do not teach the traditional long division algorithm 
by the end of Year 6 (age 11) and most of those that do say that a large proportion of pupils do 
not become fluent in it.  

 A feature of strong practice in the maintained schools is their clear, coherent calculation policies 
and guidance, which are tailored to the particular school’s context. They ensure consistent 
approaches and use of visual images and models that secure progression in pupils’ skills and 
knowledge lesson by lesson and year by year. 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/good-practice-primary-mathematics-evidence-20-successful-schools 

 

Book Recommendation 
Stuck on definitions of mathematical terms and concepts? 

 Lots of illustrations and diagrams    
 Clear explanations of worked examples.            £7.68  from Amazon.  
 Links to helpful websites   
 Covers: Number, shape space and measure, algebra and data handling 

 

Good practice in primary mathematics:  
evidence from 20 successful schools (Nov. 2011) 


