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Blacklisted tells the controversial story of the illegal 

strategies that transnational construction companies 

resorted to in their attempt to keep union activists 

away from their places of work. This is a story of a 

bitter struggle, in which collusion with the police 

and security services resulted in victimization, 

violence and unemployment, with terrible effects 

on families and communities. 

Drawing on first-hand accounts of the workers, 

Blacklisted reveals how, when major construction 

projects were unionized, those involved were 

unlawfully victimized. From the building sites to the High 

Court, this is a story of ordinary working people taking on some of the 

most powerful transnational companies in the world.  

With an inquiry promised by the Labour party, the practice of blacklisting is set to become a 

hot topic in the May general election. The book also reveals how blacklisting extended 

beyond construction activists to environmental campaigners, journalists, politicians and 

academics, and it adds an international perspective with related stories from America and 

Europe. 

On 12th March, 2015, the Home Secretary, Theresa May, announced a judge-led inquiry into 

undercover policing with its terms of reference due to be published in the summer. 

A book launch for Blacklisted will be hosted at Tony Benn House, Bristol from 6pm on 14th 

May 2015 and the authors will also be talking about their book at a CESR Seminar on 15th May 

2015, 2-4pm, at the University of the West of England, Bristol. For more details on either of 

these events, please email cesr@uwe.ac.uk.  

http://newint.org/books/politics/blacklisted-secret-war/ 

http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/bl/bbs/bbsresearch/cesr/cesrseminars.aspx
http://newint.org/books/politics/blacklisted-secret-war/
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Reviews  

This book will be a wake up call to all who think we live in a democracy where all are equal 

before the law. These are big questions for the employers and the police, as well as Labour 

politicians and union leaders. - Ken Loach, film director.  

The book on blacklisting by Phil Chamberlain and Dave Smith could turn out to be one of the 

most important of 2015. - Rob Evans, journalist for The Guardian, and author of Undercover.  

I recommend people read this book. Just by picking up this book, just by reading it, you 

challenge what I believe to be a state and corporate spying culture that is out of control. - 

Mark Thomas, comedian.  

This book demonstrates that the suppression of labour rights is an issue as important as it was 

in the days when union organisers were sent to the colonies. - Jeremy Hardy, comedian.  

Dave Smith has been at the forefront of the campaign to expose the loathsome and illegal 

practice of blacklisting of employees for trade union and political activities for many years. His 

was a lonely voice at first but has now compelled Parliament and society at large to sit up, 

listen and condemn the unacceptable practice. This book should be required reading for 

anyone interested in how big business covertly subverts democracy and trade union rights. 

Please read it, discuss it and pass it on. - Tommy Sheridan, former member of the Scottish 

Parliament, and co-convenor of Solidarity.  

Blacklisting destroyed the lives of many workers and their families over the years. It took 

courage and determination to stand up to it and expose its operation. This book makes a 

significant contribution to telling the truth of the blacklist. - John McDonnell, MP.   

See the official trailer on YouTube: http://youtu.be/miAzmU5HuFU 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miAzmU5HuFU#action=share

